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SONG: My Lighthouse 
https://youtu.be/HA8VtUPgqTc 

 
In my wrestling and in my doubts 
In my failures You won't walk out 
Your great love will lead me through 
You are the peace in my troubled sea whoa oh 
You are the peace in my troubled sea 

In the silence You won't let go 
In the questions Your truth will hold 
Your great love will lead me through 
You are the peace in my troubled sea whoa oh 
You are the peace in my troubled sea 

Chorus 

My Lighthouse my Lighthouse 
Shining in the darkness 
I will follow You oh 
My Lighthouse my Lighthouse 
I will trust the promise 
You will carry me safe to shore 
Safe to shore safe to shore safe to shore 

I won't fear what tomorrow brings 
With each morning I'll rise and sing 
My God's love will lead me through 
You are the peace in my troubled sea whoa oh 
You are the peace in my troubled sea 

Bridge 

Fire before us 
You're the brightest 
You will lead us 
Through the storms (hey) 
(REPEAT 3X) 
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WELCOME 
WE GREET EACH OTHER 

https://youtu.be/HA8VtUPgqTc


IN THE NAME… 
 
SONG: Grace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lgx7cCK29yM 

 
Your grace that leads this sinner home 
From death to life forever 
And sings the song of righteousness 
By blood and not by merit 
 
Your grace that reaches far and wide 
To every tribe and nation 
Has called my heart to enter in 
The joy of Your salvation 
 

Chorus 

By grace I am redeemed 
By grace I am restored 
And now I freely walk 
Into the arms of Christ my Lord 

 
Your grace that I cannot explain 
Not by my earthly wisdom 
The prince of life without a stain 
Was traded for this sinner 
 
Let praise rise up and overflow 
My song resound forever 
For grace will see me welcomed home 
To walk beside my Saviour 
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WE CONFESS, GOD FORGIVES  
Gracious God and Father, we confess that we have sinned against 
you in our thoughts, words, and deeds.  We have not recognised 
you as the owner and giver of all things.   
We have not always been content with what you have given us, nor 
have we been eager to advance the cause of others. Forgive us for 
the sake of Jesus who gave himself so freely for us.   
By your Holy Spirit, give us a generous heart and joy in serving our 
neighbour. Amen. 
 
Absolution based on Psalm 51:  
God has shown mercy to you. He gave His only Son to die for you. God 
has forgiven your sins. For Jesus’ sake, He has washed you clean and 
made your hearts pure. May God’s peace be with you always.  
  

Amen. 
 

 
SHORT PRAISE SONG: Whom shall I fear (chorus) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qOkImV2cJDg&t=223s 

Chorus 

I know Who goes before me 
I know Who stands behind 
The God of angel armies is always by my side 
The One who reigns forever 
He is a friend of mine 
The God of angel armies is always by my side 
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THEME OF THE DAY: John 10:1-10 
 “Jesus, the Gate to Life” 
 
BIBLE READING: John 10:1-10 
 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qOkImV2cJDg&t=223s
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+10%3A1-10&version=GNT


CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, dead, and buried.  
He descended into hell.  
The third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven,  
and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty,  
from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy Christian church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

SONG: Reckless Love 
https://youtu.be/6xx0d3R2LoU (end at 5m 30s) 

 
Before I spoke a word You were singing over me 
You have been so so good to me 
Before I took a breath You breathed Your life in me 
You have been so so kind to me 
 

Chorus 

(And) O the overwhelming never-ending reckless 
Love of God 
O it chases me down fights 'til I'm found 
Leaves the ninety-nine 
I couldn't earn it I don't deserve it 
Still You give Yourself away 
O the overwhelming never-ending reckless 
Love of God yeah 

 

When I was Your foe still Your love fought for me 
You have been so so good to me 
When I felt no worth You paid it all for me 
You have been so so kind to me 

https://youtu.be/6xx0d3R2LoU


Chorus 

(And) O the overwhelming never-ending reckless 
Love of God 
O it chases me down fights 'til I'm found 
Leaves the ninety-nine 
I couldn't earn it I don't deserve it 
Still You give Yourself away 
O the overwhelming never-ending reckless 
Love of God yeah 
 
Bridge 
There's no shadow You won't light up 
Mountain You won't climb up 
Coming after me 
There's no wall You won't kick down 
Lie You won't tear down 
Coming after me 
(Repeat x3) 

 
Chorus 

CCLI Song # 7089641 

Caleb Culver | Cory Asbury | Ran Jackson 

© 2017 Watershed Worship Publishing (Admin. by CopyCare Pacific Pty. Ltd.) 

Richmond Park Publishing (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) 

Bethel Music Publishing (Admin. by SHOUT! Music Publishing Australia) 

Cory Asbury Publishing (Admin. by SHOUT! Music Publishing Australia) 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI Licence # 39324 

 
 

MESSAGE:  John 10:1-10 
 “Jesus, the Gate to Life” 
 
“Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by 

the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2The one 

who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3The gatekeeper opens 

the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by 

name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he goes on 

ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5But 

they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because 

they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” 6Jesus used this figure of speech, 

but the Pharisees did not understand what he was telling them. 7Therefore 

Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8All who 

have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not 

listened to them. 9I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. 

They will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10The thief comes only to steal 



and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the 

full. 

 

Today, Jesus invites us to use our imagination as we venture forth on our 

spiritual journey with Him—and with I want to to begin by saying to you that 

this is one of the most misunderstood teachings of Jesus because people often 

miss the context. 

 

So let me describe the context for you—in chapter 9, Jesus had healed a blind 

man who was taken to the Pharisees, but rather than rejoicing with the man, 

the Pharisees condemned and excommunicated him for being born blind, 

claiming his sin was responsible for his condition. 

 

And today’s message from Jesus about sheep, shepherds, gatekeepers, 

thieves and robbers grew out of his confrontation with the Pharisees in their 

handling of this man, and in their ambition to keep God’s people under their 

influence. 

 

Jesus speaks to help them understand that the way of the Pharisees is not the 

way of God—rather He describes the way of God was through the grace and 

mercy He offers—and so Jesus begins with a familiar illustration (shepherds and 

sheep) knowing that everyone listening would have some understanding. 

 

Now in Jesus’ day, sheep were looked after at night in two ways—the first way 

was in cities and villages, where there was usually a large holding yard where 

shepherds would bring their flocks to secure them at night. 

 

It was a public pen able to hold several flocks under the care of a gatekeeper 

whose duty was to guard the gate during the night and to admit the 

shepherds in the morning—the shepherds would then walk into the pen, call 

their sheep who would respond to the voice of their shepherd who would then 

lead them out to pasture. 

 

The second way was how a shepherd would tend his sheep in the country, 

and would herd his sheep into a low walled enclosure of piled rocks or 

something similar with a small opening—at night, since there was no gate, just 

an opening, the shepherd would lie across the opening to keep the sheep in 

and the wild animals out—he would literally become the door—the gate. 

 

Jesus refers to both of these in this text for two distinct reasons—first, Jesus was 

trying to expose the false teaching of the Pharisees, while secondly, He is 

introducing Himself as the gate to the way, the truth and the life of God. 

 



In verses 1-6, Jesus speaks of the communal pen where shepherds were 

allowed entrance by permission from the gatekeeper—He is trying to help his 

listeners understand that the Pharisees weren’t really their shepherds but false 

teachers—while the people who attend to them like He does are actually their 

spiritual shepherds. 

 

Access to the sheep could only be granted by one of two ways—either you 

had to enter by the way of the gatekeeper, or you had to sneak in over the 

wall—Jesus was making a very clear comment concerning the teachers of the 

law and priests who regarded themselves as shepherds of the people. 

He describes how true shepherds come by the way of the gatekeeper (who is 

God) to care for you—they are known to the gatekeeper—they are known to 

be trusted—the gatekeeper recognises Jesus and grants him access into the 

sheepfold—and the sheep recognise His voice—they follow where He leads—

Jesus is known and trusted. 

 

But the Pharisees are thieves who are trying to lead the sheep astray—Jesus 

calls these men thieves (ones who steal) and robbers (ones who take with 

violence)—the first steals by hiding it under his coat while the second steals it 

at gun point—false teachers. 

 

There are those who will use cunning deception to lead others astray and 

there are those who will use force and manipulation to get their way—and 

Jesus is declaring that the Pharisees are these false teachers who are leading 

the people astray. 

 

It’s important for us to understand this message too—there are many false 

teachers about us knowingly and unknowingly leading God’s people astray—

Jesus warns of the need to be discerning in whom we follow and whom we 

trust. 

 

Now I dare say that the vast majority of the Pharisees thought that they were 

doing the right thing—yet they were dead wrong—they were religion without 

relationship. 

 

Now it’s not a coincidence that Jesus refers to us as sheep—why? Well sheep 

are an interesting animal—they are built close to the ground, think mostly 

about eating and often get themselves into trouble because they cannot see 

very far ahead and do not look much beyond the next mouthful. 

 

For example, farmers in New Zealand have helicopters so that they can 

retrieve the sheep off the top of mountains who have eaten themselves into 

trouble—one could say that sheep are rather dumb. 

 



Yes, Jesus refers to us as sheep—why? Well, too often we follow someone 

because they tickle our ears or rub our tummies not realizing that they are 

leading us astray—so it’s imperative we learn how to identify a good shepherd 

from God. 

False teachers are anyone who espouse instruction for living that is contrary to 

the Word and will of God—philosophy, theology, so many alternative 

gatekeepers, so many competing voices. 

 

The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep—the gate refers 

to Jesus and all whom He has called—thus a good shepherd is identifiable by 

the call of God—he doesn’t obtain his position by the ways of this world, but 

by the leading and influence of Holy Spirit—while false teachers gain their 

position through legacy, politics, self-declaration, and human ingenuity.  

 

The Good Shepherd is LED by God and LEADs the sheep to God—He doesn’t 

carve a path that seems right to himself—but understands that he has 

received a divine commission from God to win people to faith, grow them in 

their faith, and send them out to live out their faith. 

 

The Good Shepherd offers you the living Word—and if you don’t like it, if it 

challenges you and stomps on your toes—GREAT! Your problem isn’t with the 

shepherd.  

 

People who dwell in the Word seldom get lead astray—in fact, when they hear 

false teaching, they recognize it and either flee from it or confront it—they 

have learnt to recognise the voice of the shepherd because they spend great 

amounts of time dwelling in the word, in prayer, and in worship. 

 

Now if you are constantly being led astray be the ways of the world and the 

instruction of false teachers, it means that you are either lost (unsaved) or you 

aren’t listening to the voice of the Good Shepherd—and the only way to 

change is to allow Holy Spirit to give you His gifts to help grow His fruit in you 

through the living Word you dwell in. 

Paul encourages Timothy to do this when he says: Study to show yourself 

approved of God as a workman who needs not to be ashamed, but handles 

with accuracy the Word of Truth. 2 Tim. 2:15—and the word points us to the 

Good Shepherd—to Jesus who says to his listeners, “I assure you: I am the gate 

of the sheep. 8All who came before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep 

didn’t listen to them. 9I am the gate. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, 

and will come in and go out and find pasture.” 

 

Here is where a transition takes place when Jesus refers to the shepherd who 

is tending his sheep in the country—remember, the sheepfold in the country 

was a smaller low-walled corral with a single narrow entrance. 



 

And here is where it gets interesting—the corral had a narrow opening, but 

there was no gate—the shepherd slept in the entrance becoming the gate—

Jesus is saying that He is the gate—so to go into the fold, you must go through 

Him—to go out to pasture, you must go through Him. 

 

As the gate, Jesus is the protector and provider of the sheep—therefore, when 

you come through the gate, you are not only saved, but you are safe and 

secure—when you go out to pasture, you are nurtured and satisfied. 

 

This is an Amazing Declaration—Jesus is the one and only gate—the sole way 

to the Father—and this is a fundamental truth—if there is no Jesus, then there 

is no way to the Father, no truth about the Father’s love and grace—and no 

life with the Triune God.. 

 

Jesus made this exclusive claim—I am God—I am the only way to the Father—

no other religious leaders have ever made such a bold claim and were able 

to back it up—why? Because they were ordinary human beings—while Jesus 

was God in human flesh. 

 

This is also an INCLUSIVE Invitation—if anyone enters, salvation is available to 

anyone who believes—it’s not based upon effort, ability, looks, or deeds—it’s 

based solely upon the work of God. 

 

This is why it is exclusive because only Jesus died—and why it’s inclusive, 

because Jesus died for all who would believe—salvation is available to 

everyone, but it’s not automatic—one must come to believe and receive 

when the Spirit of God calls, convicts and gives one faith to believe. 

 

And Jesus is the Gate of SECURITY—yes, there is a two-fold security—first there 

is the security of my eternal life—salvation (John 10:28) and there is the security 

of my earthly life. 

 

Jesus wants me to know that no matter how great the trial or temptation, I am 

safe in His care—He tells me to trust Him, cast my cares upon Him, consider all 

things joy in Him, and believe that He will supply all my needs according to His 

grace—my heavenly Father wants me to know that I am His child and that I 

am in His care. 

 

And Jesus is the Gate of SATISFACTION—Jesus came to satisfy the wrath of 

God and bring us into a peaceful relationship with the Father satisfying the 

God-shaped vacuum in our souls—and He came to give us purpose on this 

earth—He came to lead us that we might have value in this life for the work of 



His kingdom and His glory—He wants you to have joy, happiness, and 

fulfilment—and He wants the source for all this to be Himself. 

 

As believers, we will never find fulfilment in the things of this world because 

Jesus wants us to find our satisfaction in Him alone—always remember, Jesus 

is the gate to an abundant life—both here and in eternity. 

 
 
SONG:  Eagles Wings 

https://youtu.be/rrrbz8O6lH8 

Here I am waiting, 
Abide in me I pray. 
Here I am longing for You. 
Hide me in Your love, 
Bring me to my knees. 
May I know Jesus more and more. 
 
Come live in me,  
All my life take over. 
Come breathe in me, 
And I will rise on eagles’ wings. 
 
Here I am waiting, 
Abide in me I pray. 
Here I am longing for You. 
Hide me in Your love, 
Bring me to my knees. 
May I know Jesus more and more. 
 
Come live in me,  
All my life take over. 
Come breathe in me, 
And I will rise on eagles’ wings. 
 
Come live in me, 
All my life take over. 
Come breathe in me, 
And I will rise on eagles’ wings. 
 

Words & Music: Reuben Morgan 

Used with permission CCLI39324 
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PRAYER OF GOD’S PEOPLE  
Call to prayer 

As sheep trust their shepherd for guidance and protection, let us turn 
to our God in prayer. We know that he hears our voice for the sake 
of Jesus Christ his Son.  
 

The regular response, OR: 
Lord, hear the voice of your sheep, 
as we cry to you for help. 
 

Suggested intercessions 
* for all pastors, as they shepherd the flock of Christ 
* for all who rule and govern, that they may be shepherds to their 

people 
* for parents and teachers, that they may shepherd the young 
* for the dying and those who mourn, that God would be present 

with them as they walk through the valley of the shadow of death 
* for those who have become lost on the path of life 
* for those who do not have enough to eat 
* for those who mourn the death of a loved one, that they may be 

comforted by the hope of the resurrection 
 

Concluding prayer 
Shepherd God, you gather your sheep from all corners of the world, 
and do not allow even one of your flock to be lost. May we and all 
people hear your voice, and be gathered into the one flock of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours 
now and forever. 
 Amen. 



BLESSING 
 
SONG: Let it out 

https://youtu.be/_KmbM2xDt70 

When the battles are raging surrounding me 
There’s a weapon of worship that brings defeat 
It echoes heaven 
It echoes heaven on the earth 
 
When the walls and the giants are all I see 
There’s a song that I shout ‘til there’s victory 
It echoes heaven 
It echoes heaven on the earth 
 

Chorus 1 

All Your praise is living in my lungs 
I’m gonna let it out 
I’m gonna let it out 
All Your praise is on the tip of my tongue 
I’m gonna let it out 
I’m gonna let it out 

 

In the midnight in the silence I will praise 
Tell the darkness tell the chains that 
They have to break 
I won’t be quiet no I won’t be quiet 
I will sing oh I will sing 
 

Chorus 2 

Oh I’m gonna let it out 
Oh I’m gonna let it out 
Oh I’m gonna let out Your praise 

 

Bridge 

Here comes a miracle 
Nothing’s impossible 
God You’re unstoppable 
Nothing’s impossible 
When I praise when I praise Your name 
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