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Sermon on Matthew 27:11 – 31 

Theme: “He died upon the cross for me…” 
“Treasure this as the most important thing you’ll ever know!” 

(No 6 of Jesus’ Last Week) 
  
 

Introduction: 
I wonder, “What’s the most important thing you’ve ever learnt?”  I wonder 
what you would have answered when you were a child…. Would it have 
been learning to write, or learning how to work with numbers? Would it 
maybe have been learning how to play a sport that you love, like football? 
Or learning how to find your way around a computer and learning how to 
find information on the Web? 
 
What about now in your life? “What would you say now is the most 
important thing you’ve learnt in your life?” Is it the importance of having 
loving relationships in your life, having people to love you, and for you to 
love? Is it maybe having a good framework to live your life by? Is it maybe 
learning how to understand the opposite sex, although I don’t think us men 
will ever fully comprehend the female sex?  
 
“What’s the most important thing you’ve ever learnt?” For me, it’s that 
Jesus, God’s Son, died on the cross for me, in my stead, out of love for me 
and for everyone…. 
 
You know, giving your life for someone you love is not usual by any stretch 
of the imagination…. It happens, though, and when it happens it takes my 
breath away, and makes my heart skip because it reminds me of what love 
is capable of, and because it reminds me of Jesus did for me and for 
everyone, out of love for us… 
 
I went on the internet to find examples of people giving their life for others.    
Let me share with you a couple that I found…. 
*The first example is from the flood is Queensland not that long ago: 
Mrs. Rice was driving through Toowoomba with her sons Jordan and 
Blade when their car broke down in shallow water as the floods were 
threatening. As she tried in vain to start it, the flash flood waters rose 



quickly. Desperately she called the emergency services, and then as 
water continued to rise, she and her sons climbed onto the roof of 
their car. 
 
A passer-by named Warren McErlean and other man tried to rescue 
them. They tied ropes around themselves and struggled through the 
flood waters to the car. It was then that Jordan, who was only 13 years 
old, said to the rescuers, “Please, save my younger brother first”.     
Blake was taken the safety, but the rescuers were unable to get back 
to save Jordan and his mother, who were swept away off the top of 
the car into the flood waters. 
 
*The second example comes from the earthquakes in China in the Sichuan 
province back in 2008. 
It was reported by the China media that rescue workers reached 
through a small gap in a collapsed building to check out whether a 
woman who they could see was dead. She was, but something 
caused them to look further. A second feel into that small gap 
revealed that there was an alive, unharmed baby underneath the 
woman. When the earthquake had come, the woman had protected 
her baby with her own body and her own life. Furthermore, it was 
reported that within the blanket that the baby was wrapped in, there 
was a mobile phone displaying the message, “Dear baby, if you can 
live, always remember I love you”.  
 
Now I don’t know how factual that last story is, the Chinese media are 
known to exaggerate at times, but both stories move us and remind us of 
the power of love. They touch me, too, because as I said stories like this 
remind me also of what Jesus did for us all out of love for us, and out of 
obedience to his Father’s will. Out of love for us, Jesus suffered and died 
for us, in our stead. He took on himself the punishment and the judgement 
that we deserve for our sins…. But more about that later…. 
 
First, let’s look at our Bible reading for today, and hear what happened to 
Jesus, as he walked the way to cross to suffer and to die “for our sins” (1 
Cor. 15:3), because he was convinced that this is what God wanted him to 
do (Mark 8:31; 9:31; 10:33-34). 
 
Listen to what Matthew tells us happened…. 
He writes: 
Early in the morning of Good Friday, all the chief priests and the 



elders made their plans against Jesus to put him to death. They put 
him in chains, led him off, and handed him over to Pilate, the Roman 
Governor (Matt. 27:1-2). 
 
Remember, Jesus had been brought before the Jewish authorities at the 
High Priest, Caiaphas’ house, and found guilty of blasphemy and worthy of 
the death penalty, after Jesus had confessed under oath that he was “the 
Messiah, the Son of God” (Matt. 26:62-67). 
 
The Jewish authorities, though, had no power to put Jesus to death, so 
they took him to the Roman Governor, Pontius Pilate, so that he could find 
him guilty and put him to death. 
 
Jesus, though, was silent before Pilate, and so Pilate “wondered greatly” 
about the situation (Matt. 27:11-14), Luke tells us in his Gospel that Pilate 
said to the Jewish authorities: 
“I find no crime in this man”, or in other words, “I find no case to answer 
for this man” (Luke 23:4). 
 
Matthew goes on to tell us that the Romans had a custom which seemed 
to provide Pilate with a way out from having to condemn Jesus. 
 
Listen to what Matthew tells us: 
At every Passover Festival, the Roman governor was in the habit of 
setting free any one prisoner the crowd asked for. At that time, there 
as a well-known prisoner named Jesus Barabbas 
(Matt. 27:15-16). 
 
From what Matthew and the other Gospel writers tell us, Jesus Barabbas 
was a notorious rebel against the Romans, a man who had committed 
murder in the recent uprising against the Romans (Mark 15:7; Luke 23:19). 
 
Matthew goes on to tell us: 
So when the crowd gathered, Pilate asked them, “Which one do you 
want me to set free for you? Jesus Barabbas, or Jesus called the 
Messiah?” He knew very well that the Jewish authorities had handed 
Jesus over to him because they were jealous…. 
 
The chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask Pilate to 
set Barabbas free and have Jesus put to death. But Pilate asked the 
crowd, “Which one of these two do you want me to set free for you?” 



“Barabbas!”, they answered. 
“What, then, do shall I do with Jesus called the Messiah”, Pilate asked 
them. 
“Crucify him!”, they all answered. 
But Pilate asked, “What crime has he committed?” 
Then they started shouting at the top of their voices, “Crucify him!” 
(Matt. 27:17-18, 20-23). 
 
Pilate gives in to their demands because, Matthew tells us, he fears that “a 
riot might break out” if he doesn’t (Matt. 27:24). Jesus is condemned to 
death, led out to cruelly whipped, and handed over to be crucified. 
And Barabbas, well, he’s set free… (Matt. 27:26). 
 
Why does Matthew give us all this detail about the choice the crowd had 
between “Jesus Barabbas” or “Jesus called the Messiah?” 
 
Well, certainly because this is part of all that happened…. But I suspect 
that Matthew includes all this because the early church was very conscious 
of the fact that Jesus died in Barabbas’ place…. By including all this about 
Barabbas and Jesus in his Gospel, Matthew is pointing us to the fact that 
Jesus died in place of more than just Barabbas: in fact, he died instead of 
all of us…. 
 
There is an old legend about what happened to Barabbas after he was set 
free that reminds us graphically of this: 
 
Legend has it that after Barabbas was set free, he sought out some 
of his friends and went to the local tavern, where he celebrated his 
unexpected freedom with the odd ale or two or three…. As he 
staggered home, legend has it that he looked up at the hill of Golgotha 
where the crosses of Jesus and two thieves were, and looking at the 
cross of Jesus, he cried out in agony of spirit, “That should have been 
me!”, “That should have been me there!!” 
 
According to this legend, Barabbas understood that Jesus had died in his 
stead. And, as I said, this is precisely what Jesus did do for me, for you, 
and for everyone: he gave us his life for us, in our stead. 
 
This is what Jesus understood that he was doing for us, that he was 
suffering and dying for the sins of every human being as the Suffering 
Servant spoken of by the prophet in the Old Testament, and this is an 



understanding that was confirmed by God in the various miracles that He 
empowered Jesus to do, and supremely by raising Jesus from the dead. 
 
Listen to some of the things that Jesus said about himself, and that the 
New Testament writers say about Jesus, in echo of Isaiah chapter 53, 
where the prophet writes about the Servant of God who will suffer and die 
for the sins of human beings: 
 

 “The Son of Man must suffer much, lit. “It is necessary for…”, and 
be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the teachers of 
the Law.   He will be put to death, but three days later he will rise 
to life” (Mark 8:31; 9:31; 10:33-34). 

 

 “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served; he came to 
serve and to give his life to redeem many people, lit. “…as a 
ransom for many” (Mark 10:45)  

 
“Drink it, all of you”, he said; “this is my blood which seals God’s 
covenant, my blood poured out for many for the forgiveness of 
sins” (Matt. 26:27, 28).     

 

 “But he endured the suffering that  
  should have been ours, 
the pain that we should have borne. 
All the while we thought that his suffering 
  was punishment sent by God. 
But because of our sins he was wounded, 
  made whole by the blows he received. 
All of us were like sheep that were lost, 
    each of us going our own way. 
But the Lord made the punishment fall on him, 
    the punishment all of us deserved…. 

 
The Lord says, 
“It was my will that he should suffer; 
  his death was a sacrifice to bring forgiveness…. 
He willingly gave his life and share the fate of evil men. 
He took the place of many sinners (Lit. “of many”) 
  and prayed that they might be forgiven”  
(Isa 53:4-6, 10, 12). 

 



 

 “I passed on to you what I received, which is of the greatest 
importance: that Christ died for our sins…, that he was buried and 
that he was raised to life three days later…, that he appeared to Peter 
and then to all twelve disciples…” (1 Corinthians 15:3-5) 

 

 “For when we were helpless, Christ died for the wicked at the time 
God chose. It is a difficult thing for someone to die for a righteous 
person. It may even be that someone might dare to die for a good 
person. But God has shown us how much he loves us – it was 
while we still sinners that Christ died for us! By his death we are 
now put right with God… (Romans 5:6-9). 

 

 “Christ himself carried our sins in his body to the cross, so that 
we might die to sin and live for righteousness. It is by his wounds 
that you have been healed” (1 Peter 2:24). 

 
 
Well, what’s the most important thing that you’ll ever know? As I said at the 
start, I think that it’s the fact that Jesus, God’s Son, died on the cross for 
me, for you, and for everyone in our stead. 
 
Why is this the most important thing that you’ll ever learn? Because 
knowing this, and trusting in Jesus as your Saviour, changes your whole 
life, and changes that way that you live your life. 
 
When you know that “he died upon the cross for me” (cf. song by Colin 
Buchanan), and when you trust in Jesus as your Saviour, you know that: 
 

1. Your sins are forgiven 
You are set free from the guilt and the shame that you’d feel because 
of your sins, if Jesus hadn’t suffered and died for your sins.    You can 
live your life with peace of mind, rather than being weighed down by 
the burden of the things that you’ve done which have hurt others. 

 
2. You are a precious child of God 

You know who you are: a forgiven child of God, that you part of God’s 
family. And you know what life is all about, that it’s about living as a 
child of God, living like Jesus: loving others, and caring for others, 
empowered by God’s Spirit in you, the Spirit of Jesus. 
 



And furthermore, you know that you are in the care of your dear 
Father in heaven, your Abba Father, and that nothing not anything 
that happens to you, not any suffering, not even death, can ever 
separate you from God’s love and His ongoing forgiveness (Rom. 
8:38-39). 

 
3. You are headed home to be with God 

And you know where you are headed: home to be with God, with your 
Lord, Jesus, and with all God’s forgiven children in the wonderful new 
world that God has in store for us (Rev. 7:9-17; 21:1-5). 

 
 
 

Conclusion: 
Let’s now sing about God’s love for us in sending His own Son to suffer 
and to die for us in our stead, and what it means for us…. 
Use the hymn or the song that is in your service order, and go to the link 
provided. 


