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This very day
in David’s
town your
Saviour was
born - Christ
the Lord!
Luke 2:11

Oh!
The Wonder of
it All!
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I will be with you - Psalm 46
(Oh! The Wonder of that Assurance!)
(A devotion adapted by Lutheran Media, originally
written by Pastor Greg Graham in the LCA book
“Refreshment for each day”.)
God is our shelter and strength,
always ready to help in times of trouble.
So we will not be afraid, even if the earth is
shaken
and mountains fall into the ocean depths;
even if the seas roar and rage,
and the hills are shaken by the violence.
(verses 1-3)
There was a time when I hoped I would have a
garden wedding. And there was a song I wanted
played. It was by a group called Led Zeppelin
and was entitled 'Thank you'. In it were the lines
'If the sun refused to shine, I would still be loving
you. If the mountains crumbled into the sea, there
would still be you and me.' However, God had
other plans. I was married in a church, and we
didn't have Led Zeppelin playing!
Some years later I became a Christian and
began reading the Bible. Imagine my surprise
when I found the words of the song reflected in
the Bible.
I'm still very much in love with my wife. But there
is also someone else I love very much, and
someone who loves me even more. God says to
me, 'If the sun refused to shine, I would still be
loving you. If the mountains crumbled into the
sea, there would still be you and me.' There
would also be all those who are in Jesus Christ.
Thank you, heavenly Father, for your promise to
be always at my side. Amen.

2

From the editor...
I’ve come out of retirement to edit the last
@Glynde of the year. Oh the wonder of it all - I
could still do it!!
I well remember the look of wonder on my
children’s faces the first time they saw one of our
baby budgies hatching. A birth - new life!
Oh the wonder of it all!
Oh the wonder of it all when my daughter walked
into my work place unexpectedly from Townsville,
carrying our first grandchild. I’m sure my face
competed with Eli’s (on the cover) on that
occasion. What joy, what wonder! My former
colleagues still remind me of the look on my face
on that occasion.
But then there are times of great stress and
sadness when the last thing we imagine is
wonder.
Another grandchild born in a foreign country - but
will she live or die? Arrangements to fly her to
Australia - stress, grief, worry, can’t pray. Then a
friend says, ‘You’ve had enough, haven’t you? I’ll
pray for you!’ Oh the wonder of it all!
And at Christmas... The wonder of a birth, but a
birth to die. Why? For me!! Oh the wonder of it all!
The promise that that baby, Jesus, would be with
me forever, loving me, caring for me, giving me
friends that when I can’t pray they will pray for me.
And... the wonder, the assurance that he is with
me forever in life and in death.
Oh the wonder of it all!

Thank you Fleur and Jess for bringing us our
magazine throughout the year - what champs!!
They join me in wishing you all a Christmas filled
with wonder as we celebrate the indescribable gift
of Jesus’ birth.
Happy Christmas!
Colleen Bradtke
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From Pastor
Wayne...
Hi! Our theme for this month’s @Glynde
is “The Wonder of it All”. It’s a great
theme for the Christmas season, and
Colleen chose this theme in the light of “a
photo of Eli at the Christmas Pageant
where his eyes and mouth are competing
with each other to express his wonder”.
Apparently, Eli looked up and when he
saw that Santa was coming his whole face
expressed his wonder at what was
happening….
This photo made me stop and think: “Have
we a similar wonder at the coming of
God’s Son”, his coming into the world as a
tiny baby at that first Christmas?”
Probably not!

*Preparing the meal for these visitors
And the list goes on and on….
This year, let’s stop and wonder often as
we look at the baby in the manger. For
this Christmas gift from God is lifechanging. This is how much God loves
you and me and everyone: enough to
send His Son, part of His very self, into
this world as a tiny, dependent, crying little
baby. This baby grew to be the man
Jesus, who told us about God’s love for
us, and show us God’s love by his actions.
And then, on the cross, he willingly
suffered and died “for our sins”, so that as
we are linked to him by our baptism and
our faith we are His forgiven children. As
John puts it in that passage that so many
of us know so well:

We are so used to focusing on the
trappings of Christmas that we often forget
to think about, let alone wonder at, the
coming of God’s Son into this world at that
first Christmas. Think about it…. What’s
your focus on as you head towards
Christmas? Let me mention just some of “For God so
the things that tend to preoccupy our
loved the
thinking as we head towards Christmas:
world that he
gave his only
*Putting up the Christmas tree, and
begotten Son,
decorating it
so that
*Writing a Christmas letter to send to
whoever
family and friends
believes in
*Making lists of Christmas presents to buy him may not
for loved ones
be lost but
*Shopping for these presents
have eternal
*Buying food for the Christmas meal
life” (John
*Tidying the house for Christmas visitors 3:16).
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Have you got a nativity scene with the
baby Jesus in a manger somewhere?
Or if you haven’t, maybe you could buy
one: it’s not a bad investment amidst the
trinkets and the baubles that we buy at
Christmas. Put the nativity scene out
somewhere prominently in your home,
and spend time looking at it with open
mouthed wonder, like Eli did when he
saw Santa coming at the Christmas
pageant!

Holy Nativity – Judith Searle
Christmas time is here once more,
as a quick look around does show.
Lights, displays and decorations galore;
Christmas cheer everywhere you
go.
Many a display has my eyes allured
as I sought for a scene most dear.
In some I found it in a place obscured,
but in others it did not even appear.
Where is that lowly resting place,
that stable, humble and bare?
Where is a mother’s smiling face
and the worshippers gathered
there?
Has Christ been removed from the
season
that bears His own name?
Can people really have forgotten the
reason
why to earth the Saviour came?
Do they think that Santa’s giving
could surpass that of God on high,
Who sent His Son among the living
on a cruel cross to die?

Think about what God did for you through
that baby in the manger, and meditate on
what his birth means for you and the
whole world. Let your mouth drop open
and your eyes stare in wonder at the
coming of God’s Son into this world for
us.

Why have people forgotten this birth
that offers eternal life to everyone?
How can they seek peace on this
earth
if it’s not through God’s own Son?

May you and yours have a blessed
Christmas, a Christmas that revolves
around the birth of the baby in the
manger.

So, let me end with a challenge
for all those who this message hear.
Let’s restore that nativity, poor and
rude,
to real prominence this year.

Love Wayne
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From the
Chairperson...
the wonder of it all
supported as Pastor Wayne returns
to work on light duties. Malcolm
brings a deep experience of pastoral
work in many congregations and it is
wonderful that he can form part of our
ministry team at this time.

Advent is a time when we prepare
with joy and wonder for the coming of
Jesus. We unite together, waiting,
waiting, waiting.... We wait with
wonder. We hear the Christmas story
and follow the wonder of Mary as she
learned that she would give birth to a
son, and name him Jesus. We hear
her song of praise and we too wonder
at the mystery and mercy and love of
God. What an amazing story we
have to share with each other, with
our friends, with our community! Let
our fresh wonder be an infectious
part of Christmas this year.

Our redevelopment proceeds and the
progress is exciting to watch week by
week as concrete is poured,
foundations built, the lift shaft erected
and the shape of the new entrances
takes form. Thank you to everyone
for their ongoing patience and
flexibility during this time. It has
created challenges, especially on
days when it is wet or windy and the
walk from the church to the hall for a
hot cup of coffee is quite a trek!

We have also had our AGM and
In the past month or so we have
elected our office bearers for 2017.
welcomed a number of visiting
Thank you to everyone who came
pastors who have filled in for Pastor and supported this part of our church
Wayne as he recovers from surgery. business. If you haven't read all the
Our thanks go to Pastors Richard
church reports, please take the time
Haar, Stephen Haar, Jon Goessling, to go through them and you will get
Ross Schultz, Richard Fox and Geoff an amazing picture of the range of
Burger. They have given us a rich
activities, ministries and the work and
tapestry of worship during Pastor
blessings that God provides for our
Wayne's absence and their support
community. It is also a time to thank
has been a great blessing to us.
everyone who has contributed to the
many committees, teams, groups and
Malcolm Willcocks has joined us as a activities that make this place a
Pastoral Support Worker to ensure
community of faith, a community
our ministries can continue to be
which shares time, talent, space and
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hearts with strangers and friends, and seeks to share the good news of
Jesus with everyone. For those who are no longer serving in the same roles
into 2017, thank you for the service you have given and may God bless you.
For those who have taken up new roles, or are faithfully continuing to serve,
may God guide and lead you every day and may your hearts be filled with
joy.
Some final, ancient words of reflection from Angelus Silesius (1624 - 1677)
as we prepare for Christmas:
If in your heart you make
a manger for his birth,
then God will once again
become a child on earth.
Helene Schulz

Snowpeas

Did you know that snowpeas buy bibles?
Last Wednesday, Marco came to us in the Office with the money raised so
far from the growing of his snowpeas. There was just over $360.
Thank you to Marco for all of his hard work and dedication to growing them.
And thank you, to all of you for purchasing them.
We have been in contact with “Leading the Way” in Sydney to purchase the
solar powered Audio Bibles.
We are looking at purchasing one complete Bible in English, and seeing
how many Nuer and Korean New Testaments we can buy.
Hopefully, we may have some of the Nuer Bibles for Rebecca and Nyalam
to take to Nyinenyoup. As they are solar powered they are the perfect Bible
to take to the villages.
I find I am constantly in awe and wonder at how Glynde can find ways to
reach out into the community around us and overseas to share His love.
Thank you to Marco for sharing his passion with us and turning them into
bibles!
Wow, the wonder of it all!
Barbara Mattiske
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From our Cross
Cultural Coordinator...
Wonder ...
1.
2.
3.

to think or speculate curiously
to be filled with admiration, amazement, or
awe; marvel (often followed by at)
to doubt

I’ve read some of the meanings of using the word
“wonder” and have listed just a few above - and I
am still not sure what kind of wonder I feel at the moment as I start writing.
Yes, I am excited and in awe of the year that has been…
And yes, I am excited to celebrate again the birth of Jesus Christ with new
eyes… through the thoughts and conversations with those who come to
Playgroup, Mainly Music, Coffee and Chat and English classes.
Last night I held our second Girls Night Out. You know, when I first
advertised and asked who would like to come, the wonder I felt, was not of
awe and admiration, but of doubt.
How many girls would come this time?
Do they really understand what we are trying to do?
Do they want to be part of this community?
Why did I worry?
God truly blessed our night. There were 20 of us who met together, and
wow, the wonder and amazement I experienced when I realised that the
majority of girls who came were not the Glynde people who helped, but the
mums who come to Playgroup, Mainly Music Coffee and Chat and even
English classes!
To watch them and listen to their stories of how they feel being a part of our
community were humbling and yet exciting.
Just because we remembered a name, or spoke to them, or listened, or
loved them.
It is just the simple things!
That is why they come, and keep coming.
We all want to be loved – and when you have no family around you, the
need for that love grows! To know that they appreciate that love and care
that we show, changed my doubt to amazing wonder! It was important to be
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reminded that God tells us simply to love – pray, and leave the rest to Him.
To see that happening with these women last night just showed me how
wonderful God is.
Please keep these women and their families in your prayers as they discover
the joy and love of Jesus.
I would just like to thank all who have helped me over this year in sharing
God’s love with those in our Playgroup, Mainly Music, Coffee and Chat and
English classes.
I pray it has been a blessing to you as well as those who come.
I still wonder if I will be continuing in this role next year – but the joy and
wonder I have experienced in 2016 has been a special gift to me and I thank
those from our wider community who have joined us and shared with me
their lives, their dreams and their hopes.
What a gift I have received!
Wow – the wonder of it all!
Barbara Mattiske

Holiday
Continues from January 13th 10am
Come and join us Friday mornings throughout the holiday period!

Look forward to seeing you.
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Get Involved @ Glynde...
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

JANUARY 2017:
All programs will be in recess during January except:

Worship services as usual

10.00 am Coffee and Chat
And special date:

Saturday 28th January 2017 starting at 10.00 a,m.
Leadership Retreat at Magill

4

Baptismal Birthdays

5

6

12

13

9am Worship HC
10.30 Worship HC
Lighthouse Kids
12noon Community Lunch
12:30 Korean Worship

11
9am Worship - James Geyer, baptism
10.30 Worship
Lighthouse Kids

7:30 Exec meeting

12.30 Korean Worship

18

19

20

9am Worship HC
10.30 Worship HC
Lighthouse Kids
12:30 Korean Worship

25

School Holidays

26

27

9am CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE

School Holidays
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What’s on in December?
Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1

2

7.30 Prayer Group
9.45 Mainly Music

10am Coffee and
Chat

7

8

9

9.30 Playgroup

7.30 Prayer Group

7:30 BFM Meeting

9.45 Mainly Music

15

9.30 Playgroup

7:30 Prayer Group

16

10am Girls Coffee
morning
10am Mainly Music
family session +
English Class

10
10am English Class—
final lesson @ Bradtke’s

17
10 am - 2.00 pm
Markets

9.45 Mainly Music

10am Coffee and
Chat

22

23

24

10am Coffee and
Chat

7.00 pm
CHRISTMAS EVE
SERVICE

6.00 Christmas Eve
practice

School Holidays

28

3

12 noon Cards

14

21

10am Coffee and
Chat

Saturday

29

30

School Holidays
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Meet Malcolm..
Our Pastoral Support Worker

Pastor Russell &his wife, Doris (dec)

Greetings everyone! Some of you may
know that from 2010 to 2013 I was
employed by the Lutheran Church to
support the Aboriginal communities on
the Far West Coast of SA. Yalata is one
of those communities. I went to Yalata
thinking I had much knowledge to
impart. I left knowing I had much to
learn.

centrality of the family in all aspects of
life. For them the family is more than
parents and children. It includes all living
relatives no matter how distant. It also
includes a complex system of kinship
relations which links an individual to the
whole community and indeed, across
communities. One’s position within the
family and kinship system determines
their rights, responsibilities and
obligations throughout life.
But families can be weird and wonderful
things.

The weird part is – we grow-up,
unquestioningly, sharing a house with a
bunch of people, who are strangely
familiar in some ways, but very different
in many other aspects. Different people,
some of whom we may not like very
I worked there in support of Pastor
much, but there we all are, just having to
Russell Bryant. He was a good teacher
get along the best we can, while all the
and someone I hold in high esteem.
time observing how wonderful or woeful
Russell is an ordained pastor of the
each of these people are.
Lutheran Church of Australia. He loves
God’s word. He likes to have a Bible
Time passes and the members of the
with him all the time. I would regularly
family grow older and leave the family
see him sitting somewhere in the
home. However, there are regular
community reading his Bible. He has an occasions that draw the family members
insatiable thirst for knowing God and
back together. Some look forward to
how to live God’s way as an Aboriginal these coming-togethers. Others turn up
man in a remote community.
– only because its “family” and that’s
what one is supposed to do. This
One of the greatest contrasts between
second group may find themselves
Aboriginal society and ours is their
looking at the other attendees and
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wondering if they would ever bother
mixing with such people if they weren’t
related to them. I’ve caught myself
musing on this very point more than
once over the years.
I am one of 6 children.
In some ways I know my siblings
intimately. I know many of their faults
and short-comings. The times they’ve
lied and cheated, been judgemental,
acted despicably and the times they let
me down. Worse than that, I know that
they know all these things, and more,
about me!
Growing up, my family’s life revolved
about the Church, the local Baptist
Church in fact. These days, no-one in
my family attends a Baptist Church. Two
siblings attend the Uniting Church of
Australia; another attends a nondenominational community fellowship;
one has no interest in Churches of any
description; and I’m a Lutheran. Even
my parents have moved on and now
attend a Church of Christ.

I have yelled at my children.
I neglected my parents and was disloyal
to loved ones.
I have offended righteous people.
People around here know all this about
me,
and yet they still smile and say hello,
and so every day I feel forgiven.
Ask me if it's a good place to live,
and I don't know –
but forgiveness and understanding,
Imagine the interesting discussions,
disagreements and occasional argument that's a beautiful combination.”
we have when we get together. But it is To my way of thinking this describes a
at these prickly times that the wonderful healthy Christian community, and it is to
part of family shines brightest. Sure we such a community that I have been
know each other’s failings and
called for a short time.
weaknesses, we disagree on some
I have been made to feel very welcome
crucial matters - and in general, there
and accepted as part of God’s family
are probably more things driving us
here in Glynde. What is more, I have
apart than holding us together, but we
observed the wonderful welcome this
hold together regardless.
family gives to all who come to visit. God
Garrison Keillor, well known
only knows how diverse and wonderful
Lutheran, of “A Prairie Home
this part of his family might become.
Companion” radio show fame, spoke of Wherever he leads, may we follow.
his home town in these terms . . .
Jesus replied, . . . Anyone who does
God’s will is my brother and sister and
“I come home and feel so well
mother.” Mark 3:20-21
understood.
I almost don't have to say a word.
I was not a good person.
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Here we go to Nyinenyoup!

Today we farewell
Rebecca and
Nyalam.
Letters of welcome
have been written
and will be given
to them today on
your behalf, with
Christmas
greetings also
being sent.
They are leaving this week to begin the journey to Addis Ababa in Ethiopia, then
to Gambella, where they will be meeting with Elders of the church who have been
researching the prices of peddle sewing machines for Rebecca and Nyalam to
purchase. Through your efforts and the efforts of the wider Sudanese Nuer
community, over $5,000 has been raised. The money has now been transferred
and is ready for the purchases. We pray that the elders have been successful in
their negotiations and that the sewing machines will be ready to be taken to
Nyinenyoup.
We look forward to hearing how this new industry created with the sewing
machines grows. We pray that God will use the machines and the talents of those
using them for the benefit of the people, and the village, and the wider
community.
Rebecca and Nyalam hope to celebrate Christmas in Nyinenyoup. We pray that
God will surround them with love and keep them safe as they travel and that we
may share the joy and wonder of Christmas from different sides of the world. To
think, that that tiny baby, unites us in faith and inspires us to share is word with all
we meet, no matter their skin colour or language.
We keep saying it – wow, the wonder of it all!
Barbara Mattiske
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Colours of Faith
The wonders of God’s love shown through music.

What does someone do when they have
been down and out, when they have been
homeless, when they have suffered
domestic violence, when they suffer a
mental illness, when their self esteem is at
an all time low?

treat. It was made more sweet by knowing
the challenges they had overcome and as
they expressed their joy through their
music. One lady, after attending our
service, declared with great joy, that she
was ‘giving her life to the Lord!’

It’s at times like this that one most needs a Rosalie said, ‘The thing they need most is
helping hand, and the loving hand of
love, support and acceptance’. We know
someone who loves Jesus.
that Jesus is the one that gives that
constant love and support. The group say
One of the many helping hands that
they love coming to Glynde and we pray
reached out was our own Rosalie Turner, that they see the love of Jesus reflected in
who helped bring the joy of singing to the our interactions with them.
Lord into their lives. This group, with
heads held high, used their talents to give
members of the 9.00 am service a musical
STOP PRESS:
Wonderful News!
The Australian Lutheran World Service (ALWS) Christmas Appeal attracts a
3:1 government grant.
In this year’s ALWS Christmas Actions we
can

Strengthen the Lutheran Church in
PNG to care for people like Vero and
Tabitha

Have each $ they give matched 3-fold.

Claim their donation as a tax deduction.
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Something to Celebrate!
New Baby Boys:
James Geyer - son of Peter and Carolyn
Malachi Rothe - son of Shaun and Sharlene
God bless your baby boys.

Another
James turns 1!
Fleur, Tim and James
celebrated with family
and friends.
Happy birthday

Dianne reached the big 70!
She also celebrated with Gretchen and
Nathaniel, extended family and friends.
Happy birthday Dianne!
Women's Fellowship celebrated another
year of study, work and fellowship. Dianne
proved that at 70, she could produce a very
unusual Christmas arrangement - a
Christmas tree with a difference.

The Magnolia’s Group
celebrated in fine style at
the Buckingham Arms.
Thank you
Val and Clarice for
arranging our outings.
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Church Under Construction
But
Still Under Same Management!
This is the story of the building
redevelopment activity so far...

First a great
big hole
and
then a lift
shaft

The narthex
gets
demolished
even further
as
preparations
are well
underway to
install the sky
light.

The front is going out towards
the street.
That crane was very impressive as more heavy
lifting was done.
The children, during
English, thought their
structure was equally
impressive!
Must be catching!
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Please Join Us this Christmas Season!
Christmas Eve: The Gift of Christmas
Dec. 24th at 7pm
Christmas Day: A Celebration of Jesus’
Birth
Dec. 25th at 9am
(worship with communion)
New Years Day: 2017 Has Begun!
Jan. 1st at 9am and 10:30am
(worship with communion)
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Worship
Calendar
WORSHIP
CALENDAR
DECEMBER
4.

9.00 a.m.
10.30 a.m.
12.00 noon

11.

9.00 a.m.
10.30 a.m.

H.C.
H.C.

Advent 2
Matthew 1:18-25
Baptismal
“Joseph: Hero of heroes”
birthdays for Oct-Dec
Community Lunch: Bring and Share

“The Who’s who of
Christmas: Joseph” (2)

Advent 3
Baptism of James
Geyer

Luke 2:1-7
“Who do you confess
Jesus to be?”

“The Who’s who of
Christmas: Jesus (3)

Luke 2:8-20
“Who were the
shepherds?”

“The Who’s who of
Christmas: The shepherds (4)

*School holidays start
Advent 4
18.
24.

25.
31.

9.00 a.m.
10.30 a.m.

H.C.
H.C.

(Saturday)
7.00 p.m.

Christmas Eve in the Stable
Family worship, with children
Christmas Day
Galatians 4:4-5
“The greatest gift ever given: God’s Son,
‘born as an ordin’ry bloke for us’ (AT #132)

(Sunday)
9.00 a.m. H.C.
(Combined worship)
(Saturday)
6.30 p.m. H.C.

New Year’s Eve
A time of meditation,
with songs, and prayers

JANUARY ‘17
Christmas 1
1.

9.00 a.m.
10.30 a.m.

8.

9.00 a.m.
10.30 a.m.

15.

9.00 a.m.
10.30 a.m.

H.C.
H.C.

Matthew 2:1-12
“Who were the
Wise Men?”
*No Community Lunch
Epiphany 1

“The Who’s who of
Christmas: The Wise Men” (5)

Annual Leave for Pastor Wayne
Guest Preacher: Ross Schultz
Matthew 3:13-17

Epiphany 2
H.C.
H.C.

John 1:29-34
“God’s two great gifts to us”
Baptism of Malachi Rothe
Epiphany 3

22.

9.00 a.m.
10.30 a.m.

H.C.
H.C.

(Saturday)
28. 10.00 a.m.

Leadership Retreat at Magill
Epiphany 4

29.

9.00 a.m.
10.30 a.m.

Matthew 4:12-23
“Who are you going to follow?”

H.C.
H.C.

Matthew 5:1-6
“How are things between you and God?”

*School resumes
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Church 4 Kids
Christmas is
Coming....
Oh! The wonder
of it all!

It’s Jesus’
Birthday!

A
birthday
cake, an
icy pole
but Jesus
is the
best present we
could
ever
have!
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