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How People Helped Us
‘As the soldiers led him away, they seized Simon
from Cyrene, who was on his way in from the
country, and put the cross on him and made him
carry it behind Jesus’ (Luke 23:26).

Read Luke 23:23–27
In the midst of this Coronavirus pandemic there
are lots of stories of pain, sorrow and heartbreak.
But in the midst of the stories of pain are great
stories – stories of healing, hope, and love. Now
that we are on the other side of Easter, we can look
back and see some of the stories that we may have
skipped over in the crucifixion of Jesus. And
because he lives in us, his story becomes our story.
One of the most amazing stories I see in the
crucifixion of Jesus is his receiving of human help
on his way to the cross.
Simon of Cyrene is seized by the soldiers and
helps Jesus carry his cross.
It reminds me: if Jesus is willing to accept and
receive help from others – indeed, dare I say it,
even needs help to get to where he needs to go –
then I also need the help of others to get where I
need to go. I can’t make it on my own. I need the
people God has placed around me, even perhaps
people from the crowd, to help me.
May the stories we tell during and after this time
include stories of people who helped us make it
through to the other side.
Heavenly Father, please send people to help
me. Please also send me to help others.
Together, may we get where we need to go.
Amen.
- Chris Mann

@Glynde Editor...
Fleur Kupke
fleurkupke@hotmail.com
2

From the editor...
Recently Tim and I were answering the quiz
questions in the Saturday Advertiser. One
question came up that asked you to finish the
phrase—”no man is an …” I knew straight away
that the answer was “no man is an island”
This comes from a bigger work, which continues
on to say that “every man is a piece of the
continent, a part of the main; if a clod be washed
away by the sea, Europe is the less” (John
Donne). These questions came right at the start
of the COVID-19 pandemic and I think many of
us have come to know the true value of
connecting with others, now that we have had a
period of isolation.
Thankfully with restrictions starting to ease, we
can now once again meet in small groups and
reconnect. This inspired the theme for this
month’s edition. Thank you to those that have
contributed to this edition, we also have our first
article from our new Cross-Cultural Coordinator
Sharyn.
I hope this edition of the @Glynde helps you
feel connected and part of this great community.
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From Pastor

Wayne...

*Hi! I’m writing this to you from my
office @Home. I can look out the
window at our front garden, and all is
peaceful…But somewhat lonely ☺
I look forward to the day when my office
is back at the church, and I can interact
with you all as we meet together for
worship, and for our usual mid-week
activities. With a marked lack of
coronavirus cases in our state of South
Australia, this may happen sooner than
later…

You are all one in union with Christ
Jesus (Galatians 3:26-28).
And God calls us to encourage one
another and to build one another up in
our faith (Heb. 10:25). How are we doing
this in this time of social distancing and
isolation? Well, let me summarise what
has been happening in our church family
during this coronavirus time…
*We’ve been worshipping together
while separate using the
Worship@Home resources that are
provided via email and which are
available physically at the church.
Each week, Tim Eckert videos my message,
and together with service orders with links
to songs and hymns, plus Bible readings,
children’s messages, Bible study, and
prayers often online, we have the
resources to hold Worship@Home. I know
that it’s not the same as being able to
worship together in our church, but at
least we can worship together using the
same resources on Sundays, as we gather
together in our different homes. Plus I
know that some of us have been tuning in
to different churches online. Isn’t it a

*The theme that Fleur has chosen as the
theme for this @Glynde is “connection”
and how we have maintained our
connection to one another as
individuals and as a church in this
coronavirus time.
We are brothers and sisters in the family
of God, linked to one another by our faith
in Jesus as our Saviour and Lord. As Paul
writes in one of his letters:
It is through faith in Jesus as your
Saviour that all of you are God’s
children in union with Christ Jesus. You
were baptised into union with
Christ, and now you are clothed, so to
speak, with the life of Christ himself…
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wonderful blessing that in this time of worry and fear, we can be encouraged by God
in so many different ways.
*During the month of May in our Worship@Home resources we have been
focussing on Growing Young in our Worship times. Through these resources,
God has reminded us of the importance of prioritising ministry to the young in our
church family, and giving the young opportunities to grow in their faith and express
their faith in serving the Lord. Each week, a Bible study has been put out to help us
think and talk about the messages from each Sunday, and some of us have been
involved in online groups using these studies. I encourage you to join an online
study groups with other people to study these Growing Young materials, and to
continue studying God’s Word together in the weeks to come using the weekly
Bible study based on the previous Sunday’s message. It’s a great way to
encourage one another during this time of social distancing and isolation.
*Our mid-week ministries haven’t ceased either…We are blessed to have Barb
Mattiske and Sharyn Schubert arranging online get-togethers for our mid-week
activities: Playgroup, mainly music, Grace over Lunch, Bible studies, English
classes, and so on. Thanks to them and all volunteers who are helping in these
on-going ministries. And thanks to Angeline for continuing to put out activities and
resources for Lighthouse Kids.
*As well, we are blessed to have a system of caring during this coronavirus time,
by which some twenty odd carers are caring for about 4 or 5 people each. In
this way, our church family is being cared for and encouraged in a systematic way.
Thanks to all the carers who are involved in this ministry.
*Having said all this, though, I long for the day when we can worship together in
church and gather together in our mid-week ministries and personally
encourage one another…That day is coming closer. Already, Angeline is back in
the office, and some groups with numbers under ten are meeting at the church:
Executive Team and Know Your Bible groups are meeting, with social distancing and
frequent cleaning and disinfecting. The Executive Team and the staff are constantly
talking about when we will get together, and meet face to face for worship, the Lord’s
Supper, and our regular mid-week groups. Please be patient with us. It will happen.
It’s just that we are not sure when and how.
*May God bless you, and us as a community of faith here at Glynde, as we
encourage one another and build one another up in our faith. May He bless us as
we continue to reach out in any way that we can, with the life transforming
good news—no great news—of God’s love, and His forgiveness through Jesus.
Pastor Wayne ☺
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From the

Chairperson ...

We all belong to each other...
Just as our bodies have many parts and
each part has a special function, so it is
with Christ’s body. We are many parts of
one body, and we all belong to each
other. — Romans 12:4–5

In fact, I would suggest that it is during
times like the one we are currently
experiencing where community is even
more vital. In helping and supporting one
another, despite the difficulties, we are
being obedient to God. Jesus said that
there is no greater love than laying down
our lives for our friends (John 15:13).
While I believe that most of us will not
currently be required to lay down our
physical life for anyone, maintaining true
connection and fellowship does require
some extra effort at the moment
(although thankfully technology is proving
a wonderful tool). So, a thankyou to all
who have made the effort to ensure that
members of our community continue to
be supported during this time. I am aware
of many acts of love, kindness and help
amongst our community. In this regard, a
special thanks goes to Linden Huxtable for
setting up the care groups, and for the
carers who continue to keep in touch with
their group, ensuring that connections are
maintained so that people continue to
belong and feel a part of our community.

I wonder if you are feeling a little
disjointed at the moment, like part of you
is missing. As I read this famous verse, I
was reminded of the fact that God does
not intend us to live life alone. We indeed
do “all belong to each other”. God created
us to live in relationship. As Christians who
are a part of his body, we not only need to
connect with him, but also with one
another. It has been said that we are at
our spiritual best and serve him most
effectively when we are living life together
in faith. I think that is what has made it
difficult, not being able to meet together
as we normally would. We feel removed
from the people that share and support us
in what is truly life-giving. Although we
understand that church is not the
building, it is at such times as now, we can
appreciate how important and precious
being part of Christian community truly is.
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I also want to commend a number of people who have continued to work at
maintaining the ‘body of Christ’ that is Glynde over the last months. Thank you to
Pastor Wayne, Angeline, and Tim Eckert, along with others who have put in many
hours to provide resources for services each week and therefore have enabled us to
maintain a sense of community through worship and spiritual nourishment.
Thanks to Fleur Kupke and the guest editors for all the work that goes in to producing
this publication each month. It takes on even greater importance as a means of
maintaining connection to the Glynde community at this time.
Thanks to Barb Mattiske and Sharyn Schubert in their roles as Cross-Cultural Mentor
and Cross-Cultural Coordinator respectively, who have done tremendous work in
keeping much of our weekly programme of outreach and ministry activities going in
virtual form. Through these programmes and despite the isolation, people continue to
be drawn into our community, expressing a desire to grow in their knowledge and
understanding of who Jesus is.
As I am writing this article, it is certainly good news that restrictions due to COVID-19
are beginning to ease. As the Executive team meets this month our priority will be to
consider how we move forward from here that will enable us to engage once again
gradually and safely as a ‘physical’ community. I ask that you be patient with us as we
consider the needs of our ministry, as well as prioritising the well-being of all in our
community.
God Bless
Jonathan Prenzler
Chairperson
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From our
Cross-Cultural
Mentor...
Connection ...

We get excited to receive a phone call, or
a video call, or an email – someone,
somewhere is saying I am thinking of you
and you matter!

I must admit, I do not understand how
technology in the world works – but,
gosh, am I happy we have it.

Our greatest connection is with God, and
He keeps reminding us just like that call
or email, that we matter and He cares.
Our groups mid -week are still meeting, in
a different way, and we are saying you
matter to us and to God.

I am amazed that we can talk, laugh and
see one another on our phones, iPads
and computers...
Did you know that for a Skype video call
with 7 people, it requires a minimum of
4000000 bits of information per second
for us to see and talk to each other! So if
one of those bits doesn’t connect, then
we get either a blurred picture, or crackly
voices or nothing! Yet, most of the time it
all connects and works.

With Sharyn joining our cross cultural
ministry, we can each give more time to
caring and reaching out to others in our
community.
For me now I am looking after 2 different
Bible study groups and the Parenting
course, plus mainly music.

Wow, thank you God for this gift – it all
connects… not in the way we maybe
want to connect, but, it works, and it
creates community.

We meet via Skype with our Parenting
course on Mondays, with a group of 7 – 8
women, where we share the Alpha
parenting DVD and then chat and learn
and share. This course is not just for
parents. It is for all relationships, and at
this time it is invaluable in helping us learn
and understand who we are and how we
deal with those around us. Let me say,

Connecting at Glynde is happening
everywhere we look. How lucky are we to
have our worship at home with Pastor
Wayne, and we have our hymns and
songs, our readings, our prayers! We are
connected.
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there is so much laughter as well, and we are getting really good at online etiquette!

On Wednesday, our new study group has started meeting, also on Skype to discuss
Pastor Wayne’s message and the study that he provides. We have a lovely group from
within Glynde and other churches including our Korean church. Who knew, that even
though we cannot physically see one another, we could become so closely connected,
so quickly! I thank all of you that join us for your honesty and openness and willingness
to open your hearts with each other and to God. Just like parenting, we cannot manage
to finish under 1.5 hours – we just have to connect!
Friday, we meet for another Bible study group. This group formed originally from our
Alpha course last year, and as I may have mentioned previously, we wanted to keep
learning and using our Bibles. We meet also via video chat – and we struggle to finish
within 1.5 to 2 hours… the connection between the group is so deep and meaningful
and caring, and maybe even more so than before the virus hit us.
Thursday, mainly music still meets and connects. We are a big group so it is much
harder to meet together, but, we remain connected with the help of many people.
Thank you Alyssa for preparing our Glynde section each week with songs and crafts –
this term we are looking at our bodies, and how they work, and are all connected.
Thank you to Viv for maintaining our facebook page, and to Alyssa, Viv, Fleur and
Karlea who provide photos most weeks so that we can share and encourage and
connect with others from our community. A huge thank you to mainly music New
Zealand who provide a YouTube session each week for families to watch and
participate in.
Isn’t it amazing how with all of those acts of kindness and sharing such a big
connection ends up being made.
It is wonderful to see connections of friendship growing within our groups. You can see
it on faces and by the words that are said. It shows in the emails and phone calls that
are made. The connections just keep growing, and giving more love and hope to each
other.

When you remember how many bits of information it takes to connect 7 people on
Skype, thank God! When you put it into human terms of the connections it allows, let’s
thank God.
Barbara Mattiske
Cross-Cultural Mentor

PS… after writing this, I was surprised at my front door with a lovely
gift of flowers and a card from our Playgroup. Thank you to the
children for their wonderful handprints and Dianne for the photo!
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Get Involved @ Glynde...
Sunday

Monday

1

2

11am Parenting@Home

11am Pastor’s study
group

7pm KYB

7

Tuesday

8 Queen’s Birthday Holiday

9
11am Pastor’s study
group

9am Church @Home
10:30 Church @Home

7:30 Exec team
meeting

Lighthouse Kids

14

15

16

9am Church @Home

11am Parenting@Home

10:30 Church @Home

7pm KYB

11am Pastor’s study
group

Lighthouse Kids

21

22

23

9am Church @Home

11am Parenting@Home

10:30 Church @Home

7pm KYB

11am Pastor’s study
group

Lighthouse Kids

28

29

30

9am Church @Home

11am Parenting@Home

10:30 Church @Home

7pm KYB

11am Pastor’s study
group

Lighthouse Kids
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What’s on in June?
Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

3

4

5

9:30 Playgroup
@Home

9:45 mainly music
@Home

9:30 KYB

11am Bible study
@Home

9:30 English Class
@Home

11am Grace Over
Lunch @Home

11am Study group
@Home

Saturday

6

10

11

12

13

9:30 Playgroup
@Home

9:45 mainly music
@Home

9:30 KYB

10am English Class
@Home

11am Bible study
@Home

9:30 English Class
@Home

11am Grace Over
Lunch @Home

11am Study group
@Home

17

18

19

20

9:30 Playgroup
@Home

9:45 mainly music
@Home

9:30 KYB

10am English Class
@Home

11am Bible study
@Home

9:30 English Class
@Home

11am Grace Over
Lunch @Home

11am Study group
@Home

24

25

26

27

9:30 Playgroup
@Home

9:45 mainly music
@Home

9:30 KYB

10am English Class
@Home

11am Bible study
@Home

9:30 English Class
@Home

11am Grace Over
Lunch @Home

11am Study group
@Home
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From our
Cross-Cultural
Coordinator...

Dear Friends in Christ
Whilst last month I was able to tell you a little about myself, this month I have the
privilege of updating you in regard to our Cross-cultural Ministry and shall also use our
theme for this month being connections. My main relational connection has been with
people in the areas of Playgroup, Grace Over Lunch and English classes. This connection
has been very much aided by the use of technology - notably emails, messenger and
Skype. As like many of you that I have talked to, skills with technology can be
challenging, frustrating and rewarding.
I began officially Playgroup on Mother’s day, a good way to connect to children and
their parents. The children’s response to the activity was encouraging and their
connection to their mums beautifully shown:
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Playgroup’s program now for Term 2 has been circulated and involves children in
virtual reality (via email) meeting my friends, that is animals from storybooks. It seems
to me that one way in which we feel connected is to have common shared stories
about animals. Animal stories further connect us to our animals at home and to ways
of caring for something else, other than ourselves.
The Grace Over Lunch group is also only able to meet via emails. For connections to
feel meaningful it is important to receive feedback from the group and phone calls
have provided that avenue. The program for Term 2 is now in place with some
delicious and cost-effective recipes provided by the participants. I feel that providing a
devotion for the group each week connects the physical and spiritual body so I have
considered John 15 v7,” Abide in my love” as a way of keeping focus on the one
important thing, the Easter joy of our sins forgiven and life that continues in eternity.
Also we have looked at Romans 12 v 2a ”Do not conform any longer to the pattern of
this world but be transformed by the renewing of your mind”; seeing that change is
ubiquitous, yet Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever, always loving and
forgiving.
English classes have occurred every Saturday morning and right through the school
holidays as it was seen to be important to keep people in routine and to provide
something stable and supportive in their lives. Dot has been a wonderful, patient
teacher working with others via Skype to deliver lessons. Numbers have remained
stable and we have adopted small discussion groups, that break off after the initial
lesson into three main parts. We thank Lois Kupke for enabling us to provide a
different experience for our English classes by being part of the new skype team
adding her vitality and insights gained through her involvement over the years in
English classes.
Connections are actually a power source in that being connected to Others gives a
reciprocated feeling of strength. Not only do we realise our shared humanity but we
also share each other’s suffering, pain and joys. To lose our connection is to lose our
power source. Many people have felt this with job loss and the loss of personal
intimacy during social distancing. Yet what is so wonderful in Christ, in being
connected in and to His family is that this connection will never be taken from us
Romans 8:38-39 38For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor
demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39neither height nor
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of
God that is in Christ Jesus our LORD.
Sharyn Schubert
Cross-Cultural Coordinator
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Having a party when you
can’t have a party
It’s not every day that someone in our
church community turns 99! Doris Kupke
was blessed to reach that milestone on 2nd
May. Earlier in the year her family had
hoped to mark the occasion in some
special way, but the restrictions caused by
COVID-19 ended any hopes of a normal
party.
Undaunted, they carried out an alternative
celebration, masterminded by her
granddaughter Kathy McCabe. It was a
‘drive-by party’ with a total of 10 vehicles in the parade. While Doris watched from her
front verandah, all of her children, grandchildren and partners drove by (twice), with
decorations on the cars, waving balloons, flinging streamers and blowing party hooters. All 9 of Doris’ great-grandchildren were part of the celebration too. The eldest has
his Ls and drove one of the cars. The youngest was less than 6 weeks old.
Eventually the cars were parked, and we stood at a distance to sing ‘Happy Birthday’,
watch her blow out the candles with a wave, and partake of some birthday cake. It
was different! But fun! Doris was asked for advice on longevity and her answer was
“Just don’t worry!”
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Alone we are only a spark
but in the Spirit we are a fire.
Alone we are only a string
but in the Spirit we are a lyre.
Alone we are only an anthill
but in the Spirit we are a mountain.
Alone we are only a drop
but in the Spirit we are a fountain.
Alone we are only a feather
but in the Spirit we are a wing.

Alone we are only a beggar
but in the Spirit we are a king.

- Mexican poet, Amado Nervo
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Friday Study Group!
I have just got home from our Friday study group! For the first time in 11 weeks we
actually saw one other – not on a screen!
We started our study on Self–esteem at the beginning of the year… a 9-week study,
hmm, that we finished today in the sunshine of the park. We find it seems to take 2
weeks to complete one – and we are usually together for 2 hours!
We started as a group that met at Alpha and wanted to learn more, all with a little
uncertainty and not much in common, and we have finished as a brave group who
have learnt so much together from Paul’s writing in the Bible and from discovering how
much we actually have in common with each other and with Paul. We started at the
church, ended up online and finished our book today in God’s sunshine with joy and
celebration.
Next week? Well, we start a new book… online again, but maybe when we finish this
one we will be at the church!
Barbara Mattiske
Cross-Cultural Mentor
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Treasurer's Report for the Year to 30 April 2020

Over/(Under)

Actual
Collections

Building Fund Collection
Fundraising

Budget

$42,527

$47,001

($4,474)

$7,133

$15,296

($8,163)

$758

$4,541

($3,783)

Ben Pfitzner,
Treasurer
Bank Accounts for Direct Giving to Glynde Lutheran Church by EFT
Regular Giving

Building Fund

BSB Number

704-942

704-942

Account Number (from LLL)

48692 S1

152736 S1

Account Number (other Banks) 100309615

100897363
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Worship@Home Calendar
JUNE
7.

9.00 a.m.
10.30 a.m.

14.

9.00 a.m.
10.30 a.m.

21.

9.00 a.m.
10.30 a.m.

28.

9.00 a.m.
10.30 a.m.

Trinity (Pent 1)

Matthew 28:16-20
“Thank you, O our Father…”

Pentecost 2

Matthew 7:21-27
“Build your life on the Lord Jesus Christ”

*Baptismal Anniversaries (April-June)
Pentecost 3

Matthew 8:1-17
“Trust and obey” (re sickness and suffering)

Pentecost 4

Matthew 9:1-13
“How God changes lives through
Jesus”

Pentecost 5

Matthew 11:28-30
“Come to me…,
and I will give you rest”

JULY
5.

9.00 a.m.
10.30 a.m.

*School holidays begin

12.

9.00 a.m.
10.30 a.m.

19.

9.00 a.m.
10.30 a.m.

Pentecost 6

Pentecost 7

Annual Leave for Pastor Wayne
Guest Preacher: David Christian
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
“The parable of the sower”

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
“The parable of the weeds”

*School resumes

26.

9.00 a.m.
10.30 a.m.

Pentecost 8

Romans 3:9-12, 20-28
Romans (1)
“We are all in the same sinking boat!”
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Church@Home!
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