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_ . “AN UNEXPECTED CHRISTMAS"
Treasurer: Ben Pfitzner A special children’s presentation

Assistant Treasurer: Fleur Kupke retelling the story of the very first Christmas
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. Carols & Readings Worship Service
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THE WEEK AT A GLANCE

Sunday 21 December

9am Worship Service HC
10.30am Worship Service HC
12.30pm Korean Worship Service
2pm Sudanese Worship Service
6pm Christmas Eve Practice

Monday 22 December

Pastor's day off

Tuesday 23 December

Wednesday 24 December
7pm Christmas Eve Service
“An Unexpected Christmas’

Thursday 25 December

9am Christmas Day Service HC

11am Korean Christmas Day
worship service followed by
community lunch

Friday 26 December

Saturday 27 December

Pastor's day off

Sunday 28 December
9am Worship Service HC

10.30am Worship Service HC
12.30pm Korean Worship Service
4pm

Chinese Worship Service

Church office will be closed
o from Thursday 25th December 2025 &
S until Th'L:Jfrsdcy 1s;r|Jcnuary 2026.
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Pastoral Acts this week

100th Anniversary Worship
Service is on YouTube

Watch either by this direct link:
https://youtu.be/VV1BUg94zBPE?
Si=E2vrSc2RXH-mpTvK

Or go to our channel
www.youtube.com/
@alyndelutheran12 and select the
worship service

Thank you to Nathaniel Byrne for
recording and publishing.

AN
with dates stamped for your convenience
are available from the Narthex area.

of your favourite
devotion series
by Australian writers

year
TIME
OUT
2026

(includes
postage

Our Vision: A welcoming multicultural family for everyone to discover,

celebrate & reveal the love of Jesus Christ.



https://youtu.be/V1BUg94zBPE?si=E2vrSc2RXH-mpTvK
https://youtu.be/V1BUg94zBPE?si=E2vrSc2RXH-mpTvK
https://www.youtube.com/@glyndelutheran12
https://www.youtube.com/@glyndelutheran12

IN WORSHIP TODAY

The 9am service Bible readings are from the New International Version (UK)
Bible: Isaiah 7:10-16 and Romans 1:1-7.The gospel reading is Luke 1:46-55.

The 10:30am service Bible reading is from the Good News Translation Bible,
Luke 1:46-55.

The theme and message for both our worship services today is “The great
(unexpected) reversal” and is based on Luke 1:46-55.

"Il soul glorifies The Lord] "

Jesus’ mum sings a song in celebration about the unexpected victory that
would be brought about through her son. Everything the Old Testament
pointed to, and everything God’s people longed for, has been fulfilled in the
coming of the promised Saviour.

Mary goes on to sing about how this promised Saviour will turn everything
around: from despair to hope; from oppression to freedom. At his coming,
those who are high are brought low. Meanwhile the meek (that is, those
who humbly trust in Jesus as their Saviour) are lifted up.

For those who are full of themselves, Christ's coming will turn out to be their
judgment. But those who humbly admit they can’t do it on their own and cry
out for God’s help, Christ’'s coming will mean exaltation for the lowly and
feasting for the hungry.

At its deepest level, this song is a profound reflection on the incarnation: of
how our all-powerful God, who is Lord of all, emptied himself and came down
to meet us at our level and join us in all the messiness of our lives. While the
world proudly attempts to lift itself up, the Lord Jesus humbly comes down to
save us.

As we step into the story of Christmas, | encourage you to reflect on Christ’s
self-emptying — how he lowered himself to raise you up, bringing you hope
and a whole new beginning in him.

Let’s join Mary in magnifying his name! ﬂﬂ%ﬁ%m/#ﬂf

t. ot - . Y o » -
y Wislfmg,. you.q’ Binthdays this weef
e b o adk ~ Cozper McCabe, Coralee Hambour,
reund, Holly Frasca, Mary Dawson

»

If your birthday is not included, please let Angeline know,
so our master list can be updated.



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%207%3A10-16&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%201%3A1-7&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%201%3A46-55&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%201%3A46-55&version=GNT

IN WORSHIP ON CHRISTMAS DAY

Our 9am Christmas Day service, the Bible readings are from the New
International Version (UK) Bible. They are Isaiah 52:7-10 and

Hebrews 1:1-12 .The gospel reading is John 1:1-14 .

The theme and message today is “Unexpected Saviour” and is based on

John 1:1-14.

b What are you expecting from

ﬂwf MG

Family time? Foo’? Shopping? Time off? Holiday?

We can have different expectations of Christmas. Some might not have any
of those. For some, Christmas can be one of the most difficult times of the

year.

When we look around at the world today, we can see how difficult times can
be, especially at what happened in Bondi. It is not hard to see that we need
help. But what help do we need?

Simply put, we need love. And the only love that can truly help us is God’s
love. Even in spite of our lack of love, God unexpectedly continues to love us.
When we would expect revenge, God offers his sacrificial love in the form of
a baby, his one and only son, Jesus Christ.

At Christmas, God unexpectedly loves us so much that he gives us the
greatest love — Jesus Christ. A baby born in the messiness of a stable, a
messy family, and a messy world. This baby Jesus is the light that disperses
our darkness and gives us love, joy, peace and hope, now and forever.

| pray that amongst whatever you are expecting from Christmas this year,
that the unexpected gift from God, the presence of Jesus Christ, fills your
heart, and others around you, with his love.

Thanks and Merry Christmas. ﬁy/ﬁﬁw/&m/?’;

Please pray for these members of our congregation.

Those with prayer needs:

Kendall Kahl (recovering from knee surgery), Isabel Aldum (home), and her
parents, Rebekah and Louis, Dorothy George, Bronwyn Fisher,

Glennise Dyke, Wayne Boehm, Jim Harding, Mary Dawson, Erika Truman
(Lyall McEwin Hospital), Faye Hanisch, Lawrie Sjoberg (Fullarton Lutheran
Homes), Diana Mitchell, Kath Matheson, Tiffany Tan, Joan Williams, Gary Piro

Those on our long-term care list: Melva Wachner (LHG Glynde, Nursing
Care), Robyn Newton, Bob & Lois Chandler, Sally & Vic Urch (ACH Group
Residential - Highercombe, Hope Valley), Fay Rohrlach, Ziggy Tils (Estia
Health, Valley View), Irene Brown, Ruth Mclnerney (LHG Hope Valley),
Gladys Steicke, Mel Hamann, Annette Turner, Betty Clark, Peter Kleinig



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2052%3A7-10&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews%201%3A1-12&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%201%3A1-14&version=NIVUK

NEW CHAIRS UPDATE !'F!F'
\

Thanks to a substantial discount offered by the seller due to other

church orders, and a reduced deposit, the new chairs for the

worship area have been ordered. .
Thanks to you, we are now able to pay the deposit with donations already made.
A generous 1;duonqr has also offered to match remaining donations to complete
the funding of the chairs before they arrive after Easter 2026.
Please give fyour donation and Eledge prior to Easter 2026 so we can make the final
payment. If you need to know how much you pledged, please email our Treasurer,
Ben Pfitzner, at treasurer@glyndechurch.org
Here are the bank details for your donations:
Name: Zion Lutheran Church Glynde Inc. BSB: 065-000 A/c: 0090 7094
Reference: Chairs

If you would like one or more pews please let Tim Eckert - *{ Voaak- i
or Pastor Richard know. Muly Yo

ILESTONE MOMENTS

Congratulations to Lumos (Genpei) on being awarded Dux of Norwood
International High School - an outstanding honour reflecting his dedication,
perseverance, and exceptional academic ability. Achieving results well above

the global average in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme
(IBDP) is a remarkable accomplishment, and we celebrate this well-deserved DUX
success with him and his family. Well done Lumos! Genpei - 36/45

' earlier this week. We rejoice with the Sansone family on her wonderful

a }%{% Congratulations also to Louise Sansone on receiving her Master’s
y L i success and wish Louise all the very best in the journey ahead!

Degree in Dietetics at the Flinders University graduation ceremony
o

WE ARE FUNDRAISING WITH
weontertainment

12 Days of Giving Begins with a Gift from Us

Join now to Reveal Bonus Offers and an Exclusive Gift with your Entertainment Membership* ,

PREPAID

Unlock12 W
Limited Time B
Festive



https://subscribe.entertainment.com.au/fundraiser/16824g5
https://subscribe.entertainment.com.au/fundraiser/16824g5

Let us continue to set aside money for the Lord’s
work here at Glynde through the offering baskets
during our worship service.

: 'r.y&

You may opt to do Direct Bank Transfer from your account to our
church account (Glynde Zion Lutheran Church Inc):

Bank Accounts for Direct Giving to Glynde Lutheran Church by EFT

Regular Giving foﬁganrhﬁleRon?ed”eng Building Fund

BSB Number 704 942 [=1¥3 [=] 704 942
Iy
Account Number 100 309 615 HEHE ! 100 897 363

4 ) SR soumuasTaan wihs®

A 5 ol - winisries Place:
To register: Camp Kedron,

https://blueprintministries.org.au/camps/spin/ Barmera

Bus from Adelaide:
S30

%] Returning campers
sponsorship

available for Glynde
CREATURES children

REGISTRATION [SP¥ $21o é GREAT Contact Emmz;l Klatt

CLOSES First Time? - $50 and small .
e 73 1 L0 D Siblings? - $30 Off for more info!

at 12pm January 13 - 16, 2026

25+ unique gifts

Hens, beehives, fuel-saving
stoves, farm tools and seeds

@
@
@ 5 gifts under $10
@ Al tax-deductible
@

Bookmark Grace Card to
light up your Christmas tree

S\ @ Thank-you gift
from Bethlehem

Australian

A so you can share the joy of kindness with the children in your life!

1300 763 407 * alws.org.au/grace

ALWaysS for those forgotten


https://buy.stripe.com/3cIaEQ2ea97S6Eo7aQ3ks02
https://blueprintministries.org.au/camps/spin/
https://blueprintministries.org.au/camps/spin/
https://blueprintministries.org.au/camps/spin/
https://blueprintministries.org.au/camps/spin/
https://blueprintministries.org.au/camps/spin/
https://blueprintministries.org.au/camps/spin/
https://blueprintministries.org.au/camps/spin/

CONVERSATIONS

Share your highs and lows, or respond to the following:
1. What does your name mean?

2. Atitle for Jesus is ‘Immanuel’ which means ‘God with
us’. How have you experienced God "with you' recently?

FOURTH
SUNDAY
OF ADVENT

BIBLE READINGS
W Read the folfowing Bible readings throughout this week.

Talk about what words or phrases stand out for you.

Advent is a 5 Matthew 1:18-26 Immanuel — God with us
season for M Isaiah 7:10-16 Isaiah prophesies the birth of Jesus
celebrating T Luke 1:26-33 An angel appears to Mary
God’s promises W Luke 1:39-45 Mary visits Elizabeth
T Matthew 1:1-17 Jesus' genealogy
F  Luke 2:1-7 The birth of Jesus
S Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 A prayer for restoration

¥

LY OWMINISTY1ES

VERSE OF THE WEEK

e i A 30 the Lord's promise came true, Just as
o the prophet had said, “A h"'-rgin will have @
& LUTHERAMN
/) CHURCH baby boy, and he will be calied Immanvel,”
OF AUSTRALIA
hore b conees o il Which means ‘God is With vs.

MATTHEW 1:22-23
wwhw.growminisiries.org.au




CREATIVE RESPONSE

Many homes and communities prepare
special light displays at Christmas time.

Take a household 'Christmas lights tour’ of
Your community one evening this week.
As you travel, sing Christmas carols or listen
to Christmas music. You may also wish to
set up a home Christmas lights display in
vour front yard or window.

ACTION RESPONSE

simple acts of kindness can be as good a gift as
those bought and wrapped.

Make up ‘kindness vouchers’ to give to one
another as gifts this Christmas.

Each voucher should list a kind deed that is
redeemable during the year e.9. a night off the
dishes, a bed made, a room cleaned, a massage
provided. Have fun thinking of voucher ideas and
preparing them for one another!

MEALTIME PRAYER

Bless our table,
heavenly Father, and
all who sit at it.
As we wait for
Jesug’ return, give
us the gift of sharing
with others. Amen.

PRAYER

O come, O come,
Immanuel. Please
fill us today with
your light and grace.
Amen.

BLESSING

Giod our Father
and our Lord Jesus
Christ be kind to
you and bless you
with peace.



